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August 31, 2018    

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress:  

 

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski reports on 

activities across the city over the last two 

weeks.  

 

Electric Utility 

The electric crew knocked-out many tasks 

including cutting and installing bollards for 

parking at Russom Park along Yaw St.  Not 

only did this provide a defined parking zone 

to the park, it also cleaned-up the storage lot, 

recycled out-of-service electric poles, and 

gave Apprentice Lineman Henry an opportunity to practice with boring and setting poles.         

In addition, they continue with upgrading street lights to LED.   

 

The planned shut-down at Pat Ham and Justus Gage schools went well and everything is in-line 

to complete the transformer/service upgrades. 

 

Wastewater treatment Plant 

Warranty work was done on a pump and retrofitting 

of two others with the valve fittings. DuBois-

Cooper was in to trouble-shoot noises coming from 

both Nova filters.  DPW crews assisted with the 

emptying of the scum and diverter pits; and, with 

lab testing completed, the drying bed piles were 

measured in order to project costs for disposal.  The 

team has also responded to the MDEQ regarding 

follow-ups to the IPP Survey, and continues 

working through action-items. 

 

 

 



Festival Follow Up 

Crews tore-down/clean-up after Rod-N-Roll, swept throughout the city, and made another pass 

of patching pot-holes.  Drive approaches and several sections of sidewalk and ground 

restoration were completed. 

 

Roads 

Measurements have been collected to bid-out the road patching from various repairs throughout 

the year.  We have also marked for placement of ten more trees from the 2018 plantings.  Tree 

removal and sidewalk repair lists are also being reviewed, updated, and prioritized. 

 

Overgrowth along sections of Paul St. was cut back to the edge; and, fallen trees/lots were 

cleaned-up on W. Railroad and Maple streets. 

 

Parks 

Quotes are being obtained for basketball court repairs, Museum insulation. Rose Pest Solutions 

are addressing ground nests reported at Water Tower Park.  

 

Miscellaneous 

Early in the week, a tree bud/leaf fire downtown resulted in smoke making its way through/out 

of several storm inlets.  Likely started by a discarded cigarette, the smolder was quickly 

extinguished and storm inlets flushed. 

 

Roof repairs will soon begin on at the Fire Department, Museum, Water Treatment Plant, and 

parks garage.  A failed electrical circuit that caused the failure of a control board in the garage 

door opener at the state garage building has been addressed.   

 

We are in the process of reviewing the several applications received for the Chief Mechanic 

position, and scheduling interviews for next week. 

 

Meetings were held to explore feasibility of a USDA loan for a dedicated CAUA interceptor, 

and also a kick-off meeting with Wightman for the Cass Ave. Project. 

 

SMC Volunteers 

Students arrived on campus this week and are settling in to 

their new home-away-from home.  Many new and returning 

students participated in a 

Community Service Day.  

Volunteers worked at venues 

across the city, including: 

ACTION, Russom Park, 

Rotary Park, and downtown.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

   City Manager     


